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   A FREE TREE FOR YOU AND A FRIEND    
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Everyone is always looking for something for nothing.  Well, here it is.  On behalf of the SBC Arkansas Pioneers, we are giving every employee in the state two free tree seedlings to plant.  We are asking that you plant one in your own yard, and to give the second one to a friend or neighbor.  If you do not have a yard of your own in which to plant a tree, please give both trees to friends or neighbors.  

You may have a few questions right now, such as:

1. Who are the Pioneers?  Founded in 1911, the SBC Arkansas Pioneers is a group of our company's employees and retirees who provide a wide array of community service projects throughout the state.  We determine what types of community service projects are needed in our own communities and then volunteer our time and talents in trying to meet those needs.  For those people who have no idea as to who or what we are, think of organizations like the Lions, Kiwanis or Rotary.  We are very similar, only we are all SBC employees and retirees.  Any employee can become a member starting with their first day on the job. We are also a not-for-profit 501 (c) (3) organization.

2. Who is paying for these trees?  The Pioneers organization has paid for these trees.  For all of our projects, we raise our own money.   Unlike other service organizations that charge $50, $100 or more for dues, our employee dues are only $15 a year, which is handled via payroll deduction in June of each year.  We use these dues, as well as money raised from fundraisers like cookbook sales, to support this project and hundreds of other programs that are run across the state.  

3. Why are we being given these trees?  Each year, the Pioneers look at doing a wide variety of community service projects.  We have many school-based projects to help our communities in the field of education.  We run many projects to help the less fortunate with food, clothing and shelter.  This year, we decided we also wanted to do something to help the environment.  Thousands of trees are lost each year.  It is just part of the cycle of nature.  Trees help to support wildlife, prevent erosion and provide scenic beauty for everyone to enjoy.  Providing 1,750 employees with 2 trees each will result in having 3,500 new trees planted across Arkansas.  Just think of the impact these trees will have on the environment during their life span.

4. Can I get more trees for additional friends and neighbors?  Unfortunately, additional trees are not available.  Should any of your co-workers not be able to use the trees given to them, feel free to ask if you could utilize their trees.  We do ask that if utilizing the trees of coworkers that they be given to friends and neighbors and let them know that they are a gift from the SBC Pioneers.  This is a great way to let your friends and neighbors see the softer side of SBC.  Studies show that when people are choosing between products of similar price and quality, they tend to purchase from the company in which they have a more favorable impression.  This community service project is a great way to improve SBC's already positive image in the community.  Who knows, it might also lead to some referrals on your behalf.

5. Do I have to be a Pioneer in order to keep these trees?  Absolutely not.  As stated above, these trees are a gift from the Pioneers to you.  We would love to have you as a member, but our main objective with this project is to try to have a positive impact on our environment by involving as many employees as possible.

6. How can I become a member of the Pioneers?  Should you wish to join, we have attached a membership form.  Simply fill it out and fax it to John Lyon at 314-331-1886, or send it via company mail to:


John Lyon

One SBC Center - Room 446

St. Louis, MO  63101

Application forms may also be obtained by sending an email to John Lyon at jl7169@sbc.com.  Please fill out both sides of the form so we can send you your membership package, which includes among other things, a free SBC Pioneers shirt.  Normally, the $15 dues are deducted from the first paycheck after submitting the form, and thereafter would be deducted once a year in June.  We will hold all membership forms received in April or May of this year to avoid any dues being withheld in these months and will submit them to payroll during June.

7. If I wanted to become a member of the Pioneers, how time consuming is it?  There are no time requirements.  Members decide how active they wish to be.  As you can see from this project, individuals will probably spend 10 - 20 minutes of their time planting their tree and giving the other tree to a friend or neighbor.  Members pick and choose as to what projects they wish to participate in.  Some members just want to see their $15 dues being put to good use to support community service projects.

8. Who determines what projects the Pioneers run each year?  Our members make the decisions as to what projects the Pioneers will support.  This means that if you are a member and have an idea for a program to help the community in which you live, you would present that idea to the executive board of your local Pioneers.  These executive boards are made up of members just like you.  That board would then look at available money to see if the project could be run.

9. Are there any other benefits of being a Pioneer?  In addition to helping the communities in which we live, there are several other personal benefits available to our members, such as:

· Special travel programs

· Financial Planning Services

· Legal Insurance

· Auto Rental discounts

· Long-term care program

· Universal Studios discounts

· MBNA credit card programs

Thank you so much for helping the Pioneers with this environmental project.  If you have children, consider involving them in the planting.  Let it be their tree to nurture.  I remember one of my children coming home from elementary school 20 years ago with a tree seedling on Arbor Day.  She and I dug the little hole in the ground, planted the tree and poured some water on it.  She was so proud of that tree.  When her friends would come over to play, her face would beam as she showed them "her tree".  Well, 20 years have passed and we no longer live in the home where that tree was planted.  But any time we drive by the old homestead, my daughter is sure to point out "her tree" and marvel at how big it has grown in her lifetime.

We hope you enjoy this Pioneer tree program.  Should you have any questions about this program, or anything else regarding the SBC Arkansas Pioneers, please contact me, John Lyon, on 314-235-9430.  I am the area Pioneer manager for Arkansas, Kansas and Missouri and would be happy to talk with you.
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