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March 20, 2006

Enrollment underway for 22nd year of Cosmosphere summer camps 

HUTCHINSON, KAN. – Dedicated to bringing America’s space program to life for children of all ages, the Kansas Cosmosphere and Space Center has begun registration for its 22nd year of summer camps.  Specialized for students at all grade levels, the Cosmosphere’s award-winning camps begin running at the end of May and sessions continue throughout the summer. 

The Cosmosphere’s premiere camp, the Future Astronaut Training Program, is open to all students entering grades 7, 8, 9, and 10.  The five-day, all-inclusive summer experience includes spaceflight simulations, shuttle crew exercises, virtual spacewalks in the Manned Maneuvering Unit, multi-axis training, g-force experience in a centrifuge, rocket building, aviation training, and much more. After completion of level one, students are eligible for Levels 2, 3, and 4, which include scuba training, ropes course training, and visits to Johnson Space Center in Houston, Texas, and Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida. 

“Every year we hear from students whose lives have changed because of the combination of space education, teamwork, and leadership training provided by the Future Astronaut Training Program,” said Joel Walker, the Cosmosphere’s director of education.  “What makes the whole program work, however, is that the learning and confidence-building is wrapped up in a week of fun activities.  The kids have a great time, while also developing a valuable skill set.”

Three new camp opportunities are offered this year including TAKEOFF, an aviation day camp for students entering grades 3, 4, and 5, Astronomers in the Making (AIM), an astronomy program for students entering grades 9, 10, and 11, and X-treme Future Astronaut Training Program, an expanded 12-day version of the Future Astronaut Training Program open to students entering grades 10, 11, and 12. X-treme does not require students to have completed Level 1 of the Future Astronaut Training Program. 
The Cosmosphere also offers the Aviation Camp Experience (ACE) for students entering grades 10, 11, and 12. ACE teaches campers the fundamentals of flight, how to develop a flight plan, and includes the opportunity to pilot a Cessna Skyhawk 172 for one hour. 

- more -

Mars Academy, a three-day camp open to all students entering grades 5 and 6, includes building and testing robots, using telescopes to view the universe, completing science experiments in the Cosmosphere’s Martian Laboratory, planning a simulated mission to Mars, and learning how to survive on the Red Planet. 


Investigate Space is a week-long program for all students entering grades 2, 3, and 4.  Students will learn about living and working on the moon in this “Operation Lunar Base” adventure during half-day morning or afternoon sessions.
To register for one of the Cosmosphere’s camps online, visit www.cosmo.org/camps or call the Cosmosphere’s Education Coordinator at 620.662.2305 or 800.397.0330, ext. 323.
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